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District dedicates Parker Educational Center
The newly remodeled Parker 

Educational Center, formerly the 
Parker Fine Arts Building, was 
dedicated on June 1, 2022, to “the 
education of our youngest students 
and to the service of our community,” 
said Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. 

The Parker Educational Center 
will house a preschool for 40 four-
year-olds who were randomly chosen 
through a Facebook live drawing 
from 120 applications. The center also 
features community rooms and an area 
for school board meetings that may 
be reserved when not in use by the 
district. 

“Access to early childhood 
education is so critical for our 
community,” said Maneuver Support 
Center of Excellence and Fort 
Leonard Wood Command Sergeant 
Major Randolph Delapena during the 
dedication ceremony. “Many of our 
service members either arrive at Fort 
Leonard Wood with young children or 
start families while they’re stationed 
here. They need a safe place where 

Above, community members tour a 
classroom in the Parker Preschool. The 
Preschool will open this fall with 40 four-
year-olds attending. At left, school board 
meetings will be moved to the Parker 
Educational Center, beginning with the June 
13, 2022, meeting. 

The Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting for the Parker Educational Center at the dedication on 
June 3, 2022, featuring military, community and district representatives. 

Above left, Command Sergeant Major 
Randolph Delapena and above right, 
Col. Patrick Hogeboom, Military 
Liaison, Office of Local Defense 
Community Cooperation

Above left, Paul Shultz II, president of 
the Board of Education, and Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent.
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they know that their children will be 
taken care of. I know Parker Preschool 
will be that place. Our families know 
when their kids are part of the Tiger 
team, they’ll be in an environment 
where they will be supported and 
nurtured. Our service members will 
be able to focus on their jobs and 
missions knowing that their children 
are in amazing hands.” 

A Defense Community 
Infrastructure Program grant 
helped fund the remodeling costs. 
Patrick Hogeboom, Military 
Liaison, Office of Local Defense 
Community Cooperation, flew in from 
Washington, D.C., to speak during the 
event. 

“This is a good example of the 
strong relationship that exists between 
the community, the school district and 
Fort Leonard Wood,” Hogeboom said. 
“This project helps address the quality 

Blue Star Families of Missouri 
Chapter donated 112 books to the 
new Parker Preschool. 

Parker Preschool Continued from page 1

of life issues that are so important to 
our military families. We are proud to 
have been a partner in this project.” 

Paul Shultz II, president of the 
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education, 
said, “This building will always have 
a special place in my heart because 
my grandfather (Paul Shultz) was on 
the School Board when this building 
was built and dedicated 36 years ago. 
Today, we re-dedicate this building to 
our preschool students and community 
for generations to come.” 

Cahills Construction Inc. served 
as the contractor for the project. As 
she stood on the stage and looked at 
into the multipurpose room, Tonie 
Cahill, president of Cahills, said, “It’s 
beautiful. We’re really proud of it. The 
district was fantastic to work with. 
This is a wonderful project.” 

John Jones, the project manager 
for Cahills said, “The project features 

lots of square footage and lots of 
challenges given the economy, but 
everyone worked together to make 
everything come together.” 

Students in Jessica McBride’s class at East Elementary virtually met with a Yellowstone National Park Ranger on Tuesday, May 
17, 2022. They loved learning about the different types of valleys and animals located in the park and ended their session by 
asking the ranger different questions to include why he wanted to be a ranger. Some were even inspired to ask how someone 
becomes a park ranger in hopes to be one when they grow up. 

Yellowstone ranger speaks to class at East Elementary



The 2022 retirees are as follows: Mariann Amass-
WMS; Ron Amass-Technology; Amy Antle-Freedom; 
Connie Beattie-East; Brenna Caldwell-Thayer; Robert 
Carlson-Williams; Norma-Gene Cottrell-WMS; Nancy 
Crawford-Athletics; Michael Gow-WHS; Jena Hale-
WMS; Renee Hays-East; Brian Henry-Administration; 
Angela Hensley-East; Sharon Hurst-Transportation; Amy Johnson-WHS; Nancy Kimble-Freedom; LeAnne Kristek-East; Sheryl 
Lamme-Partridge; Mark Lojewski-Transportation; Hermila Ludtke-Thayer; Mary Jo Merritt-WMS; Simona Moffet-Thayer; Leanne 
Mowery-Halbrook-Administration; Frank Nelson-Transportation; Treslyn Pollreisz-WMS; Bryan Schaffner-WCC; Margaret Settle-
WHS; Carole Shaw-Freedom; Tammy Sicard-Instructional; Laura Smith-Thayer; John Smith-WCC; Barbara Smith-East; Debra 
Snider-East; Jim Stockmann-WHS; Shanda Stockmann-WHS; Laura Storie-WMS; Carson Taylor-WSGC/WMS; Stephanie Westphall-
WECC; Jim Wilking-East and Kelly York-East. 

Front row: Renee Hays, Laura Smith, Debra Snider, Connie Beattie, Norma-Gene Cottrell, Kelly York; second and third rows: 
Nancy Crawford, School Board President Paul Shultz II, Stephanie Westphall, School Board Member Aaron Pondrom, School 
Board Secretary Janel Rowell, School Board Member Rick Harne, Laura Storie, and CTA President Haley Powers. 

Congratulations!



A retirement reception 
was held for Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent, 
on June 1 at the Parker 
Educational Center. 
Serving as the emcee 
for the event was 
Hilary Bales, assistant 
superintendent of 
personnel services. 
Speakers included 
Command Sergeant 
Major Randolph Delapena of the United States Army 
Maneuver Support Center of Excellence and Fort Leonard 
Wood; Pastor Susan Marshall of Still Useable Ministries; 
Dorsey Newcomb, executive director of Leonard Wood 
Institute; Luge Hardman, former mayor of Waynesville and 
Paul Shultz II, president of the Board of Education. 

Shultz presented Henry with the 27th Waynesville R-VI 
School District coin to be awarded since 2014. 

In addition, Sen. Justin Brown issued a resolution in honor 
of Henry’s retirement, which Hardman presented.  The 
resolution, in part, recognized Henry for Supporting military 
families, including being named a 2022 Defense Community 
Champion, and for serving as treasurer on the Military 
Interstate Children’s Compact Commission, Missouri State 
Chair for the National Association of Federally Impacted 
Schools and Missouri Commissioner for the Military Interstate 
Children’s Compact Commission.

The speakers praised Henry for leading efforts that resulted 
in the district:

- receiving the highest marks on the district’s academic 
performance, based on the Annual Performance Report from 

Henry honored during retirement reception

the Missouri Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education during his tenure

- increasing the number of 
AP courses to the highest in 
the district’s history

- founding the district’s 
Diversity Committee to 
promote unity

- facilitating the 
community effort to pass a 
levy increase to protect Federal B-2 Heavily Impacted Aid 

- constructing the Waynesville Middle School academic 
wing and remodeling the front of the building

- recognizing students who are entering the military through 
the Community Salute to Service event

“Sir, what you have done is nothing short of amazing,” 
Delapena said. “The Waynesville School District is one of the 
greatest highlights for soldiers and families choosing to come 
to Fort Leonard Wood and is a reason that they choose to stay 
here.” 

Aiden Farrell was named the 
April 2022 Fort Leonard Wood 
Leadership Award recipient. 
Farrell, a sophomore at 
Waynesville High School, is the 
son of Kenneth and Courtney 
Farrell. His nominator said, “Aiden 
is a student who often stands for 
what is right, even in times where 
other students may not. He has 
courage to stand up for his beliefs 
and make sure that what happens 
in our school is right. A teacher 
once recapped what had taken 
place in a classroom where Aiden 
stood up for what is right and the 
teacher noticed. Put simply, the 
teacher stated that we need more 
students like Aiden.” 

Farrell receives 
FLW award 



Waynesville EDGE STEM 3rd-5th grade teams and 
Waynesville Middle School 7th grade students built a life-
sized model of a tiny home during the last few weeks of 
school. 

“The scale of the home may be tiny, but the learning, 
adaptability, problem-solving and positive relationship 
building that the students learned were huge,” said Saralice 
Campbell, the 3rd-5th EDGE STEM teacher at WMS.  

The 8 by 20-foot eco-friendly home is made of recycled, 
upcycled and reusable items and was an extension of the 
students’ Project Lead the Way focus on environmental 
awareness. The project started because students were 
researching ways to meet the STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) objective of lessening the human 
impact on the environment.   

“The tiny house model home was an inspiration and 
suggestion from two 5th grade EDGE STEM students from 
East Elementary School - Trey Gambill and Liam Oxendine,” 
Campbell said. “The students received a resounding, 
‘Absolutely! Yes, we can and will build a real model tiny 
home!’” 

During MAP testing, afternoons, 7th grade LEAP students, 
Cameron and Levi, painted the eight-foot exterior walls and 
faux kitchen cabinet doors, installed hardware on the cabinet 

fronts, installed painted 
shutters and fabricated 
exterior windows. EDGE 
STEM students worked 
in collaborative teams to 
create, design  and build 
the kitchen appliances 
suite (a stove, fridge, and 
microwave), bathroom set 
(shower/tub combo, sink 
vanity, and commode), 
washer/dryer, interior 
windows, a loft ladder, 
and PBL display banner. 

Seventh graders also 
assisted with installing 
and scaffolding the 

Tiny home yields big learning experience 

exterior walls, sleeping loft and completing the Tiger Den Tiny 
Homes Realtors display wall.

“We set out to work together to make a tiny dream 
home come true,” Campbell said. “Through this project, 
collaboration, critical thinking, creativity and communication 
were put into engaging, real-world learning action across 
multiple grade levels.” 

A special thank you goes to our Tiger students for their 
creative ingenuity, collaboration, and hard work along with 
Melissa Lynch (art teacher); Mrs. Torres (LEAP), Ronald 
Benson (WMS teacher), Gina Ray (WMS Para), Mr. David 
(AmeriCorps), Mr. Dean (WMS custodial staff), and Lowe’s 
St. Robert staff members sharing their insight, feedback, 
expertise and support. Additionally, Lowe’s of St. Robert 
donated nearly $500 of building supplies to assist with 
constructing the tiny house.

About the STEM-infused classroom
STEM stands for science, technology, engineering and math. 

EDGE is an acronym for Educating our Digital Generation 
Effectively. Students selected for the STEM-infused classroom 
meet one day a week in a multi-grade classroom (grades 3-5) 
throughout the entire school year. Transportation is provided to and 
from the STEM-infused classroom, which is located at Waynesville 
Middle School. Funding is provided in part through a grant from 
the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) to the 
Waynesville R-VI School District. 


